


Dr. Dawson served in several

academic positions in lllinois,

Wisconsin, Nebraska and
Louisiana and also worked on the Manhattan Project as a
Research Chemist and Group Leader in the Metallurgical
Laboratory at the University of Chicago. In 1946, he was
awarded the War Department’s Certifcate of Meritand a U.S.
Patent for his efforts on the Manhattan Project, which led to
the discovery of a fundamental process for the extraction
and purifcation of the elements plutonium and neptunium.
He was a member of the committee that organized the Oak
Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies and was a council member
of the Institute.

Professor Dawson came to the University of Kentucky in 1945
as Head of the Department of Chemistry. He provided key
leadership in initiating and building the doctoral program in
chemistry at the university. For example, in his frst decade in
the department, he individually obtained the major portion
of extramural research support. During his twenty-fve years
with the department, he held contracts for fundamental
chemical research with the U.S. Army, the National Science
Foundation and the Atomic Energy Commission.

He directed or co-directed seventeen Ph.D. dissertations
and nine M.S. theses. He was a talented research director
and had a special ability to imbue his students with a concise,
clear and complete scientifc writing style. He published
more than ffty research papers dealing with the chemistry
of nonaqueous solutions and coauthored a reference book
on the subject.

Dr. Dawson was a master teacher both in the classroom and in
less formal conferences and discussions. His leadership and
mentoring led many graduate teaching assistants and junior
faculty members to become more effective teachers. His
uncompromising devotion to high achievement standards
in course-work, research, education and training set the tone
for our department for years to come.

Another significant contribution to the department was
Professor Dawson’s indefatigable advocacy for a new
chemistry building. His leadership in soliciting and designing
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